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VIRGINIA OFFICE OF HEALTH IT ANNOUNCES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CLINICAL REGISTRY SOLICITATION
~ Also announces Health IT Standards Advisory Committee,
 Issues call for privacy expert ~
RICHMOND – Secretary of Technology Aneesh Chopra and Secretary of Health and Human Resources Marilyn Tavenner today announced the Virginia Department of Health’s Clinical Registry solicitation to fulfill the obligations of the Advance Health Care Directive Registry and serve as a platform for clinical exchange. Secretaries Chopra and Tavenner also announced the approval by the Information Technology Investment Board of four appointees to the newly created Health Information Technology Standards Advisory Committee, and issued a call for nominees to fill a patient privacy and data security expert slot as the committee’s fifth member.
The Virginia Department of Health has received and accepted unsolicited proposals under the Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act (PPEA) to provide a secure online central registry for advance health care directives. The Clinical Registry PPEA will create a public Advance Health Care Directive Registry and serve as the foundation for future opportunities to better monitor, promote and manage the health of the citizens of the Commonwealth. Secretaries Chopra and Tavenner strongly encourage others to submit competing proposals in response to the solicitation. The Department of Health will accept for simultaneous consideration any competing proposals that comply with PPEA procedures. Proposals are due by 5p.m. on June 19, 2009. Further information on submission and the competing proposals can be found at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/Administration/PPEA/PublicNotice.htm. 

“We were pleased to receive innovative partnership proposals and are confident that when we complete this solicitation, we will advance our health outcomes goals on a more robust technology platform built to national interoperability standards and at minimal cost to Virginia’s taxpayers,” said Secretary Tavenner. 

The newly created Health Information Technology Standards Advisory Committee, established through legislation during the 2009 General Assembly session, will advise the state’s Information Technology Investment Board (ITIB) on the approval of nationally recognized technical and data standards for health information technology systems or software procured by any state agency of the Commonwealth. The ITIB approved four of the five committee appointees at its April 16th, 2009 meeting. They are:
Dr. Marshall Ruffin of Charlottesville, Chief Technology and Health Information Officer, University of Virginia Health System, as Chair
Mr. Geoffrey “Geoff” Brown of Northern Virginia, Senior Vice-President and Chief Information Officer, Inova Health System

Dr. Daniel Barchi of Roanoke, Senior Vice-President and Chief Information Officer, Carilion Clinic, President, Carilion Biomedical Institute

Dr. Alistair Erskine of Richmond, Chief Medical Information Officer, Virginia Commonwealth University Health System
The ITIB is seeking potential candidates to fill the fifth slot reserved for an expert on patient privacy and data security. Interested candidates should submit their resume to Marcella Williamson, Executive Director of the ITIB, at Marcella.williamson@vita.virginia.gov.
For further information on health IT initiatives in the Commonwealth, visit Virginia’s health information technology web site at www.hits.virginia.gov.
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