HIMSS Advocacy 
As your Virginia HIMSS Chapter Advocate I would like to update you on recent HIMSS legislative activities.
With healthcare spending in the United States totaling more than $2 trillion a year and 47 million people in the United States lacking health insurance, healthcare reform will be a top priority for President-elect Barack Obama and the 111th Congress. The HIMSS Workgroup “Healthcare Transformation through Healthcare IT Workgroup” is in the process of creating their report on concrete recommendations about the critical role of healthcare IT in efforts to transform healthcare.  These recommendations cover topics such as: Leadership (AHIC, ONC, etc.), Infrastructure (HITSP, HIE collaborative, FCC-broadband), Quality, Consumer Empowerment, Tele-health and, Privacy and Security.  The goal is to have this report released by HIMSS mid-December.
Legislative Update:

111th Congress, Election Results

U.S. Senate
 
Current 
Change 
New

Democrats 

51 

+6 

58*

Republicans 

49 

-9 

40

Undecided 
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U.S. House 

Current 
Change 
New

Democrats 

235 

+20 

255

Republicans 

192 

-18 

174

Undecided 
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*Two Independent Senators caucus with the Democrats.

Health IT Legislation in the 110th Congress

· H.R. 6311, the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) Enactment

· H.R. 1467, 10,000 Trained by 2010 Passed House

· S. 1693, Wired for Health Care Quality Act

· H.R. 6898, The Health-e Information Technology Act of 2008

· H.R. 6357, PRO(TECH)T Act of 2008

· In October 2008, President Bush signed into law a number of bills that incorporated health IT. Examples include:

· S. 3023: Federal compensation legislation that directs the review and enhancement of health IT in the Veterans Benefits Administration

· S. 3001: Defense Appropriations for Nuclear Safety that requires the development of technology neutral guidelines and standards for the sharing of personal health information between the DoD and VA

Looking Ahead to the 111th Congress

· 111th Congress will convene on January 5, 2009

· Barack Obama will be inaugurated as 44th President on January 20,  2009
· Reauthorization of SCHIP
· Funding for Stem Cell Research
· Healthcare Reform Legislation
Plan to join your fellow Virginia HIMSS members in Richmond January 22, 2009 at the MCV Alumni House for Virginia HIMSS Advocacy Day.
