Advocacy Update December 15, 2009
Federal Affairs
Certification Criteria and Standards

· Legislative Requirement:

· Section 3004 Process for adoption of endorsed recommendation; adoption of initial set of standards, implementation specifications and certification criteria

· Not later than December 31, 2009, the Secretary shall, through the rulemaking process consistent with subsection (a)(2)(A), adopt an initial set of standards, implementation specifications, and certification criteria for the areas required for consideration under section 3002(b)(2)(B).

 Meaningful Use of Electronic Health Records

· Legislative Requirement:

· Section 4101 (Medicare providers), Section 4102 (Hospitals accepting Medicare) and Section 4201 (Medicaid providers)  of the HITECH Provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

· Requires Secretary of Health and Human Services to utilize the rulemaking process to adopt an initial set of standards, implementation specifications, and certification criteria

· CMS has been stating since the summer that they will have the Meaningful Use Proposed Rule out in December 2009. Historically, CMS has given 60 days for public comment

Health IT Policy Committee

The HIT Policy Committee met on Tuesday, December 15, 2009.  Agenda and meeting materials can be found at http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=1269&&PageID=16497&mode=2&in_hi_userid=11113&cached=true
Commonwealth of Virginia

 Governor-elect McDonnell is working with his transition staff in preparations for McDonnell taking office as the 71st Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia on January 16th.  Follow updates on his transition http://www.mcdonnelltransition.com/ and the inauguration http://mcdonnellinaugural.com/
Virginia HIMSS is planning its fourth annual VA HIMSS Advocacy Day to be held February 4, 2010 at the MCV Alumni House in Richmond.
